[Monoclonal rheumatoid factor in a patient with multiple myeloma after chemotherapy].
A patient with multiple myeloma was treated with several cycles of chemotherapy and developed monoclonal IgA rheumatoid factor. The monoclonal rheumatoid factor in this case reacted with 2 types of monoclonal antiidiotypic antibody derived from monoclonal rheumatoid factors in a patient with Sjögren's syndrome and a patient with macroglobulinemia. Two possible mechanisms accounting for the development of rheumatoid factor activity during a course of chemotherapy are discussed. The first possibility is that the rheumatoid factor or activity had been initially covered by an antiidiotypic antibody but was disclosed by the decreased production of this antibody following by the immunosuppressive therapy. The second possibility is that monoclonal IgA acquired rheumatoid factor activity by a point mutation resulting in a change in the molecular structure of the idiotype.